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About us

Shankari Edgar is local 
resident and founder and 
director of Nudge Group. 
She is an Architect, Tutor, 
Consultant and Researcher, 
and her projects include 
The Engine Shed, Creative 
Common, and initiatives 
including Love Easton. 

Patrick Fallon is a student on 
MArch Architecture course 
at UWE and has built up 
experience on community led 
regeneration.

Twitter: @nudgegroup 

www.nudgegroup.com

As one of the longest 
established community 
foundations in the UK, they 
have the expertise and local 
knowledge to help donors 
support the local causes and 
charities they care about, and 
make an impact through their 
giving.

Quartet community 
foundation identify issues of 
importance to their donors 
and award grants on their 
behalf to community charities 
and voluntary groups making 
a real difference to people’s 
lives across the West of 
England 

This report is partially funded 
by the University of the West 
of England internship scheme.
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Social Value

The Lawrence Hill roundabout is situated in the most diverse area in Bristol, 
and connects a large cross section of different cultures, ethnicities, religions 
and backgrounds.1 A higher than average proportion of young people also 
live in the area.2 The space has the potential to be a rich place of community 
exchange and youth aspiration due to the spatial link and interesting social 
context.

The scope of this report will outline proposals for interventions and props 
situated in the Lawrence Hill Roundabout that can activate and improve the 
perception, increase dwell time, and capitalise on this large underused public 
space.

Currently the space is underused by residents. People rarely interact with 
each other as there is no reason to. Some severe incidents have occurred in 
the space, as well as antisocial behavior and crime in the vicinity and this 
has given it a negative perception.3 There have also been severe issues with 
flooding that are currently being resolved.4 This report examines the existing 
site conditions, and potential opportunities to activate the space with the aim 
of making it safer. 

43% of residents say anti-social behavior is a problem in the neighborhood 5

Low levels of community cohesion exist in Lawrence Hill - sense of belonging, respect 
and trust, and residents feel less satisfied with the neighborhood generally compared 
with the rest of the city 6

Notes

1. Statistical Profile, Lawrence Hill and Ashley wards, Bristol City Council, 2013, page 2

2. ibid, page 3

3. Some recent incidents which are part of the negative perception of the space:

http://www.bristol247.com/2014/01/06/notorious-lawrence-hill-crack-house-finally-shut-82716

http://www.bristol247.com/2014/02/06/axe-man-jailed-lawrence-hill-underpass-robbery-72247/

4.  Flooding issues presented at Easton and Lawrence Hill neighborhood Forum meeting, July   

       2014

5.  Statistical Profile, Lawrence Hill and Ashley wards, Bristol City Council, 2013, page 2

6. ibid page 4

Why?

fig. 1
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Brief

Key project objectives:  

-  Encourage people to stop and interact with the space and  
 each other - connect communities.
-  Change the perception of the space so it feels safer.
-  Provide social, environmental and economic benefits.

What?

Connect 
Communities
Bring communities together and 
change the perception.

Props
Use interventions and events to 
support these connections. 

Light Touch
Temporary and lightweight 
structures that are flexible and 
create minimal change to the site.



6
Nudge Group ltd owns the copyright for this document and its contents apart from referenced exceptions.
This document should be considered private and confidential and may not be shared with any third party
without the prior written permission of Nudge Group ltd.

Hamilton House, 
80 Stokes Croft, 
Bristol, BS1 3QY

Events, Props and Light touch

Successful local precedents such as the regeneration of St James Roundabout 
in central Bristol, fig.2, and Creative Common, fig.3, a temporary use project 
set up by the council to activate an empty car park by Bristol Temple Meads 
Station, demonstrate the use of events can be the initial catalyst to change the 
perceptions of forgotten spaces. Events are temporary and low cost, yet also 
leave a lasting legacy. Small events which include music or other creative and 
interactive activities invite passers by to dwell in spaces for longer.

With this in mind, a series of events will be the basis of initial interventions, 
using a light touch approach.

How?

fig. 2 fig. 3
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Lawrence Hill roundabout is a 1960s designed intersection between the 
A4320 and A420, with an underground public space. The space connects 
four main areas, Lawrence Hill, Church road, Easton,  and Old Market.  The 
Lawrence Hill roundabout was part of the ‘Outer Circuit Road’ which was not 
fully completed.7 The construction was also part of the Easton Comprehensive 
Redevelopment Area Plans of 1964, which replaced the dense Victorian 
housing for tower blocks which exist today.

Arguably due to multiple issues, one being the design and post war planning, 
the site now has a negative perception, and has had a high number of accident 
clusters than other areas in the vicinity.8  

Easton and Lawrence Hill Neighbourhood Management have notified issues, 
including flooding of the underpasses. 9

The space has excellent transport links with bus stops and Lawrence Hill 
station nearby. The city centre is also a 5 minute walk. The space is large, at 
1.4 hectares it is currently the largest ‘informal’ green space in the area 10 and 
has potential to turn into an interesting public space.

Where?

Lawrence Hill Roundabout - an overview

fig. 4

Notes

7. http://www.sabre-roads.org.uk/wiki/index.php?title=Lawrence_Hill_Roundabout

8. Ashley, Easton and Lawrence Hill and Statistical Profile, Bristol City Council, page 26

9. Lawrence Hill and Easton Neighbourhood forum, July 2014 

10. Ashley, Easton and Lawrence Hill and Statistical Profile, Bristol City Council, page 25

Old Market
Lawrence Hill

To Bath road

To Stapleton Road and M32
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Social

There is a significant growing population in the Lawrence Hill ward, with issues 
including the highest amount of overcrowded households in Bristol - 1,200. 
There is also the most lone parent households of Bristol in Lawrence Hill, 
20% of all households in the area. Lawrence Hill ward is also has the highest 
rank of Multiple Indices of Deprivation in Bristol, and within the 10% most 
deprived in England. The area is also below the bristol average for  Sustainable 
communities profile. 11

Environmental

The legacy of the The Bristol Parkway, (M32)  the Easton Comprehensive Area 
Development plan of 1964, and the Outer Circuit Road 12  has resulted in 
isolated communities, postcode rivalries between youth groups, low quality 
urban design, public realm, and housing with low market value.13 This priority 
of the car has made the environment unpleasant as a pedestrian or cyclist 
with high levels of pollution.14 There is no visible sense of community in  these 
spaces and appear intimidating at night. Fear of crime and actual crime also 
give a negative perception of the space.  Access is difficult from the road and 
the mounds need assessment if they are to be built upon. There is also issues 
with flooding in the underpasses, which means less people pass through the 
space which was outlined at the Easton and Lawrence Hill Community forum 
in July 2014.

Economic

Lawrence Hill is the most deprived ward in the south west region, and is part 
of European Objective 2 area, and has a New Deal for Communities project 
within its boundaries. Investment may be challenging.

Challenges

Notes

11.  Lawrence Hill Neighborhood statistical profile, Bristol City Council, 2013, page 11 
12.     Accessed Bristol Records Office, June 2014
13.  http://www.communityresolve.co.uk/cms_files/319630_’young%20people%20and%20  
 gangs’%20research%20final%20jan2011.pdf 
14.   Lawrence Hill Neighborhood statistical profile, Bristol City Council, 2013, page 29
 

fig. 6

fig. 5

fig. 7 fig. 8
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Social 

Through events and props such as music, trade or 
urban sports, there is potential to connect the isolated 
communities that have been disconnected by 1970s road 
design. By occupying underused green spaces such as 
the Lawrence hill roundabout, the perception of the area 
can be changed making it feel safer and subsequently 
reducing crime. 15

Environmental

There is a good amount of plants and natural landscape 
in the space, which gives potential for an improved 
environment for passers by that can lead to longer dwell 
times. When the environment looks better, there is 
arguably more ownership. 

The arts are a great way of quickly improving a space, 
and Bristol has a rich arts community and legacy of urban 
street art, as well as craft and design.16 The creative pool 
can be used to enhance the space with exhibitions  such 
as a recent collaboration with the Mshed and Lawrence 
Hill Community Partnership shown in fg. 8.

Activating Lawrence Hill roundabout  could also be a 
showcase for Bristol as green capital for 2015, through 
using a rigorous and carefully considered design process 
to minimize carbon in every aspect of the design. This 
can be through:

1) Using recycled materials
2) Locally sourced materials
3) Green Energy 
5) Waste Management 
6) Working with local energy groups such as 
http://www.eastonenergygroup.org/

Economic

Activating Lawrence Hill roundabout for trading can 
integrate minority and hard to reach groups, as well 
as opportunities for diverse cultures to come together 
through events such as markets, taking examples 
from local hubs like Stapleton Road and St Marks 
Road in Easton. Adding life to the space can include 
wide sections of the community, including those with 
disabilities and young people. Some local organisations 
include:

Community Resolve - Youth conflict management
Bristol Muslim Cultural Society
Bristol Somali Forum BSF
Bristol Youth Somali Network
Voscur
Bristol Womens Forum

Entrepreneurial jobs for young people are in demand in 
Lawrence Hill,17 and this project could provide the skills 
required to run businesses and social enterprises that 
would could benefit the whole community.

Notes

15.  Such as St James Roundabout, Bristol
16.     http://www.theguardian.com/travel/2014/mar/28/top-10- 
 arts-culture-venues-bristol
17.  Up Our Street newsletter, Autumn 2014, page 11 
 http://eastonandlawrencehill.org.uk/magazine-issue/274/ 
 autumn-2014#.VDQFHCldWpM

Opportunities

fig. 9
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City and Site Context 

Lawrence Hill is to the East of the City.

The roundabout is within the Lawrence Hill ward, and the space is close to 
Barton Hill, Easton Road and St Judes. 

fig. 10 fig. 11

Context

Bristol Temple Meads

Old Market

Old Market
Lawrence Hill

To Bath road

To Stapleton Road and M32
Stapleton Road

M32

Lawrence Hill

Barton Hill
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fig. 12
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History
It is argued that Lawrence Hill takes its 
name from a leper hospital dedicated to St 
Lawrence, which was founded by King John 
in 1208 when he was Earl of Mortain.18 

Maps indicate an intersection between 
Lawrence Hill and Easton road since at 
least 1750. 

The new redevelopment plans of 1964 
changed this intersection dramatically, and 
now the streets and roads are dominated 
by the car. 

Notes

18 http://www.british-history.ac.uk/report.
strquery=hospital%20of%20st%20lawrence

Morphology
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Site

Existing site 

Existing elements:

4 large landscaped mound areas with trees and planting.
Concrete Pathways
4 routes connect together in the centre.
Subways and paths in the vicinity
Subways and circulation extend out into the surrounding housing areas and 
roads.

fig. 14

fig. 13 Section
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Site

Site selection

Initial ideas on where interventions could be proposed would be for a 
temporary ampitheatre seating to host most day and evening events. To gain 
the last of the evening sun a west facing orientation would be most suitable.

01 East Mound

+ South facing sun
+ West evening sun
+ Space for circulation
- May block circulation between south east and north
  east subways

02 North Mound

+ South facing sun
+ West evening sun
- May block circulation between north west and north
  east subways

03 South Mound

+ West facing sun
- No south facing sun

fig. 15
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Precedents

St James Roundabout, Bristol

St James Roundabout in Bristol has been regenerated with traders and events 
since 2010, and had £1m investment for improvements. The perception of the 
space is improving and more people are dwelling in the area and using the 
shops and traders.

Size 0.35 Hectares

Granby Park, Dublin

A former derelict piece of land in Dublin has been transformed into a 
community park. The land became derelict due to postwar planning, yet was 
never built on.19 One of the elements is a stage built from palettes. 

Size 0.43 Hectares

City Island, EXYZT - Madrid 

An interesting free form timber structure creates a canopy in the centre of 
Madrid.

fig. 16 fig. 17 fig. 18

Notes

19. http://www.granbypark.com/the-history-of-the-granby-  
 park-area/
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Typologies

Ampitheatre 

Ampitheatre seating can provide an area for evening performances and events. 
The seating can be raked and modular for ease of construction.

Potential uses:

Performances, plays, talks
Seating, kids play area

Issues: 

Potentially exposed to weather
limited uses

Enclosed space 

Walls or elements can create an enclosure space. This can control light, sound 
and atmosphere.

Potential uses:

Performances, plays, talks
Exhibitions, trading 

Issues: 

Potentially unsafe at night/ needs to be supervised
structural implications

Roof with supports 

Freestanding structure with roof can provide shelter from the elements.

Potential uses:

Performances, plays, talks
Exhibitions, trading 

Issues: 

Structural implications



16
Nudge Group ltd owns the copyright for this document and its contents apart from referenced exceptions.
This document should be considered private and confidential and may not be shared with any third party
without the prior written permission of Nudge Group ltd.

Hamilton House, 
80 Stokes Croft, 
Bristol, BS1 3QY

Performances in the roundabout fig.19
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Inhabitable Billboard at night fig. 20
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